Engineering Ethics Seminar:
Notes 1.2

 
June 8, 2006, 1-5
1:00
 Profession, Codes of Ethics, and Technical Standards

A profession is a number of individuals in the same occupation voluntarily organized to earn a living by openly serving a certain moral ideal in a morally-permissible way beyond what law, market, public opinion, and morality would otherwise require.

Why define profession this way?

Professions and codes of ethics (unwritten codes?)

Samples? Check website

History

1:30
Case: Catalyst B—Phase III and IV

2:00
Case: Steel Frame Design (handout)

3:00
Break

3:15
Role of professional societies and government:

Case: Hydrolevel v. ASME , 456 U.S. 556 (1982)—character
Hardin


chair of Heating Boiler Subcommittee (of ASME Boiler and 




Pressure Vessel Committee and vice president of 






Hartford Boiler Inspection and Insurance Company.
Hoyt



secretary of ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel Committee,

in charge of correspondence for that committee and its subcommittees.
Hydrolevel


Hydrolevel Corporation of Farmington, New York, the

company M&M wanted to put out of business, the plaintiff in Hydrolevel, the legal case.
James



M&M vice president for research, a drafter of relevant

sections of the Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code, vice chair of Heating Boiler Subcommittee when Hardin was chair, and chair of that subcommittee after Hardin retired.
M&M


McDonnell and Miller, Inc. of Chicago, makers of the low-

water cutoff dominating the market before the entry of Hydrolevel's time-delay cutoff.
Mitchell


M&M vice president for sales. 
