Engineering Ethics Seminar:
Notes 4.2 


June 11, 2006, 1-5
Intellectual property, secrecy, control of technology
1:00-1:45  Intellectual property (US system—other countries different, international system developing, with important differences from US)
Patent (20 years): novel, useful, and not obvious (must register) —Federal
Machines

Human-made products

compositions of matter 

processing methods

Copyright (life + 70 yrs): original and in a concrete "medium of expression" (registration optional)—Federal

writing

architectural design

the graphic arts

motion pictures

sound recordings

software

Trademark (while in use): distinctive symbols, pictures, or words that sellers affix to distinguish and identify the origin of their product. (State and Federal)  “look and feel”?
Special statutes (e.g., Orphan Drug, Minor Use Animal Drug, Agricultural Seed)

Trade secrets (as long as kept)—a formula, process, mechanism, or compound that is used in business, is known only to the owner, and derives independent economic value from not being generally known. A company must identify trade secrets and take reasonable precautions to preserve them—or the courts will not offer protection.
1:45-2:30
Case: Whose Property? (handout)

2:30-2:45
Break

2:45-3:30
Case: Grind and Bolt (handout)

3:30-4:00
Case: Reverse engineering (handout)—if time allows
4:00-4:30
Write a response to sample exam question

4:30-5:00
Discuss grading
