


PHIL 360 (Fall 2006)
           W 5:00-7:40 pm (E1-102)PRIVATE 


ETHICS
SUBJECT:
Ethics (or moral philosophy) is the systematic attempt to understand morality, especially standards governing the conduct of individuals, as a rational undertaking. Ethics tries to provide useful answers to questions such as:


1.
What is morality? How does it differ from religion, if it does?

2.
How does morality differ from prudence, self interest, and law?


3.
What makes an act morally right or wrong?


4.
Is morality relative to time or place or the same for all?


5.
What is the relation between the right and the good?


6.
Why be moral?


7.
What is the relation between morality and practical social issues?

OBJECTIVES:
To expose students to the subject, to a variety of current approaches, and to a sample of the insights possible; to give practice in reading, discussing, and writing about morality philosophically; and otherwise to give students the resources to draw on moral philosophy when they wish. 

METHOD:
We will approach our subject:




a)
by reading what philosophers and other thoughtful persons have had to say about questions like those above over the last 2300 or so years; 




b)
by examining the readings in class to see how well the authors do what they set out to do and what use they are in resolving questions that concern us; and




c)
by writing papers attempting to provide defensible answers to questions of ethics.

TEXTS:
Ethics, 3rd ed., Cahn and Markie (Oxford, 2006).

PAPERS:
There will be two required papers.




a)
The first paper, due October 4, is required of all students in the class. It should be between 750-1250 words (3-5 normal double-spaced pages). You will write on a question you choose from a list I will supply on September 20.



b)
The second paper, "due" November 22, should be between 1750-2500 words (7-10 pages normal double-spaced); and should be on some topic which, though within the scope of the course, would not have been appropriate for the first paper.  I will supply a short list of "possibles" (all ideas having to do with group presentations).  While you may choose a topic not on the list, you are responsible for choosing right. If you doubt a topic's propriety, please check with me.

REWRITING:

Any student not satisfied with a paper's grade may rewrite the paper as often as he or she likes until the last day of class.  If the revised paper's grade is higher than the original's, the new grade will replace the original grade.  If the new grade is not higher, the original remains.

PRESENTATION:
On October 11 (after the midterm), the class will be divided into six groups and pick a day and a reading to be responsible for.  Each group will be responsible for leading a 75 minute discussion of their reading.  

TESTS:

There will be a 75 minute midterm covering all assignments to be completed before October 11 and a 120 minute final exam covering the entire course but with emphasis on material assigned after the midterm.  Both tests will be "essay". See Assignments below for dates.

GRADING:
The final grade will be based primarily on exams, papers, and group presentation. (The mid-term exam, first paper, and the presentation are of equal value; the final exam is equal to twice the midterm; and second paper is equal to the final exam.)  If a student is close to a higher grade, class participation and improvement during the semester will also be taken into account.

INSTRUCTOR:
Michael Davis

OFFICE:


205 Siegel Hall (Mail Box in 218 SH)

EMAIL:


davism@iit.edu

PHONE:


312-567-3464 (office)





773-288-8348 (home)

FAX:



773-288-0294 (fax)

HOURS:


T 5:30-6:20p; W 4:30-5:00p; by appointment; or catch-as-catch can
ASSIGNMENTS:
All assignments are in the text.  Numbers indicate pages in text.  Name in parentheses is last name of assignment's author or part of the assignment’s title.  All assignments are due by date given at left.

INTRODUCTION
Aug.
 30

First Day: No Assignment

Sept.
  6

5-16 (Euthyphro), 16-33 (Defense)
VIRTUE

Sept.
  13

124-147 (Aristotle)



Sept.
 20

147-177 (Aristotle cont.) FIRST PAPER EXPLAINED
Sept.
 27

202-217 (Aquinas) 
 

Oct.
4

658-678 (Nussbaum), 695-706 (Rachels), Midterm Explained

 


DEADLINE: FIRST PAPER DUE!!!

Oct.
  11

MIDTERM EXAM and ORGANIZE GROUPS
DUTY, HAPPINESS, AND OTHER MODERN APPROACHES
Oct.
 18

270-308 (Kant)
Oct.
  25

466-480 (Baier), 516-526 (Gauthier)
Nov.
  1

317-351 (Mill)
Nov.
   8

568-584 (Brandt), 585-601 (Williams)
Nov. 
 15

601-613 (Gibbard), 679-694 (Held)

PRESENTATIONS: ETHICS APPLIED
Nov.
22

Group 1: 754-765 (Marquis)



Group 2: 765-778 (Hursthouse)
LONG PAPER: "TARGET" DATE
Nov.
 29

Group 3: 789-796 (Singer)



Group 4: 797-808 (Arthur)
Dec.
  6

Group 5: 844-856 (Taurek)
   
  

Group 6: 866-879 (Thomson)



Final Exam Explained
FINAL EXAMINATION
Dec. 
  13

E1-102, 5-7pm
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