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Why consider history of engineering in course in engineering ethics?


Importance of being able to explain what engineers do (and why they do it)

Engineering as:


Artifacts (technology)

Discipline (share history with architects, mathematicians, etc)


Occupation (not till late 19th century)


Profession (early 20th century)

—Before 1661 (itinerant military engineer)
—New French army, 1661 
—Corps du genie (and artillery) 
to manage sieges, sap and mine, build roads, build fighting ships, map, develop special-purpose munitions, etc.

—problems of developing education

—Ecole polytechnique

Engineering in US


Importance of organizations


“duties of a gentleman” (when there were no more “gentlemen”)


absence of manual labor (white collar)

Separate history for: mining and metallurgy (German), chemical engineering (from chemistry), electrical and electronic engineering

Idea of profession


More than skilled occupation

